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Clarence Smith

— Place of Birth & Place Growing Up
San Angelo, Texas
— Martial Arts Style(s) and Belt Rank(s)
Tang Soo Do - 9th Dan (Gudan)/Chu Ida Yong Tae
Kwon Do - 1st Dan
— Your Instructor
Grandmaster James Cummings Jr. (Retired Army,
Deccased Agent Orange-2003)
— Year Started Studying Martial Arts
1967
— Years in the Martial Arts
47
— Years Teaching Martial Arts
40 plus years

Professional Organizations
Tang Soo Do Karate Association, IMAC-Director

(California) , Karate Institute (San Angelo Texas) and
Karate For Your Body Systems

Personal Achievements

Grandmaster Clarence “Daddy-O” Smith was promoted to
9th Dan (GU-DAN) by the International Martial Arts
Council of America, July 23, 2016 and is a member of the
United States Martial Arts Hall of Fame and inducted into
the United States Martial Arts Hall of Fame as
Ambassador of Martial Arts.Grand Master Clarence
“Daddy-O” Smith currently resides in Arlington, Texas.
He currently owns and operates Karate for Your Body
Systems. As a martial arts enthusiast, Master Smith
earned and was awarded his title of Grandmaster in 2004
after practicing Tang Soo Do for 35 plus years. Most of
his teachings and competitions were on the Texas state
circuit where Grand Master James Cummings mentored
him. Grand Master Smith competed on both the state,
national, and intcrnational levels. He received many
accolades including: four-time Instructor of the Year,
three-time School of the Year, 2003 Competitor of the
Year, and was also inducted into the National Hall of
Fame in 2003. Grand Master Smith was the proprietor of
the Karate Institute, a state of the art training facility in
San Angelo, Texas and produced well-accomplished
martial artists such as Walter (Putt-Putt) Bryant, Clarence
(Juice) Bowman, Jim (JR) Ross, Mike Jones (also
instructed by Grandmaster Balmos) and Darrell
Dickerson. Some of his protégés went on to compete
nationally and internationally. he operated 5 different
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locations in Texas with the major one being in Saz
Angelo, Texas and Four satellite facilities. While ir
California Grandmaster Smith taught 5 learnings centers.
One of his biggest achievements was teaching at the
church he attended. Professionally, Grand Master has
worked in corporate America for the 30 plus years.
Grandmaster Smith received his B.B.A. from Angele
State University and his M.B.A. from University of
Phoenix in Global Management. Grandmaster Smith is
also a Certified Lean Six Sigma Green Belt (CLSSGB
and in his spare time, Grandmaster Smith enjoys reading.
music, movies, and playing golf. Clarence is a true family
man and enjoys spending time with his children and
grandchildren.

In His Own Words

I started, your training, your philosophy, how you have
shared your martial arts expertise and major
achievements.

I am fortunate to have trained in the martial arts and tcach
hundreds of students that turned out to be great parents
and leaders, My philosophy was to take care of our own.
We had all kinds of students and they all brought
something to the table. A talent I felt we could use and
whether it was a carpenter, teacher, dancer, artist, janitor
it did not matter and everyone was important. I tried to
take what they had and train our students in numerous of
ways. We formed an after-school program to help
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students with their homework and whether they were
enrolled or not wc still wanted to help any kid or adult.
We talked about giving back to our communities so we
did numerous of positive activities to practice what we
preached. I always I was teaching the students but reality
they were teaching me. I learned from what I was taught
at thc Boy's Club and growing up in the projects in San
Angclo, Texas and being the smallest in my class and
always being picked on. I had great elementary teachers
that taught me to stand up for what I belicved. They
taught me about consequences. If you did not behave in
their class you werc spanked and then let your mother
know about so you would get another spanking. Needless
to say, I tried to stay away from that. The martial arts
came into my when I needed it most because I was small
for my age and needed help. We had a great instructor but
he left after about six months. When I mct my
Grandmaster after touring around the country staying with
my dad and being a military brat, I was rcady I thought.
There were trying days in my training but I hung in there.
Grandmaster Cummings was a calming force in my life
and continued to challenge us to do better in whatever you
did. This attitude helped me graduate from and rececive
my degree and go back to school to receive my MBA in
Global Management. Grandmaster was an awesome
individual because he taught us how to compete in
tournaments by knowing the rules and understanding how
accept defeat and get back and get back to it. I learned
how important my karate family was and how I would
never be able to live without the martial arts. My closest
martial art family is with two individuals I competed on
the circuit with and still remain to be brothers of the arts
today Grandmaster Johnny Thompson and Grandmaster
Tom Balmos. We competed on the circuit and always
pushed each other and were honest with ourselves and
each other.

Major Martial Arts Achievements

Grandmaster Clarence “Daddy-O” Smith was promoted to
9th Dan (GU-DAN) by the International Martial Arts
Council of America, July 23, 2016 and is a member of the
United States Martial Arts Hall of Fame and inducted into
the United States Martial Arts Hall of Famec as
"Ambassador of Martial Arts". Grandmaster Smith started
his martial arts training in San Angelo at the Boys Clubs
under Mr. Cooksey from Goodfellow Air Force Base and
continued his training under Grandmaster James
Cummings. During thc 1980’s Grandmaster Smith
competed on the state, national and international level and
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was nationally ranked by Karate Illustrated (Top 10) in
Kumite-Fighting and Kata-Forms with his close friends
for over 40 years (Grandmaster Johnny Thompson and
Grandmaster Tom Balmos). Grandmaster continues to
competc in the executive division. As a martial arts
enthusiast, Grandmaster Smith earned and was awarded
his title of Grandmaster in 2004 after practicing Tang Soo
Do for 35 plus years. Most of his teachings and
competitions were on the Texas state circuit where he was
mentored by Grand Master James Cummings. Grand
Master Smithcompeted on both the state, national, and
international levels. He reccived many accolades
including: four-time Instructor of the Year, three-time
School of the Ycar, 2003 Competitor of the Year, and was
also inducted into the National Hall of Fame in 2003.
Grandmaster Smith was the proprietor of the Karate
Institute, a state of the art training facility in San Angelo,
Texas with multiple satellite training facilities in West
Texas. He produced well-accomplished martial artists
such as Walter (Putt-Putt) Bryant, Clarence(Juice)
Bowman, Jim (JR) Ross and Mike Jones (also instructed
by Grandmaster Tom Balmos) and Darrell Dickerson.
Some of his protégés went on to compete nationally and
internationally. They competed on multiple tournament
circuits-AOK / UMA / Gold Cup Circuit / Texas /
Germany / Mexico / California / Atlanta / Washington
/Louisiana /Oklahoma. His tenacity to build a powerhouse
karate team and detcrmination to be amongst the best was
a driving force that lead to many accolades: Four-time
Instructor of the Ycar, Three-time School of the Year,
2003, 2006, 2010 Competitor of the Year. He has also has
been inducted into the National Hall of Fame by the
International Martial Arts Council in: 2003 - “Most
Distinguished Master” 2007 — “Most Distinguished
Grandmaster” 2008 — “Lifetime Membership Award”
2009 — “Silver Life Award” 2010 — “Golden Life Award”
2011 — “Excellence in Tcaching Award” While in Los
Angeles, California Grandmaster taught at 5 Learning
Centers, Churches for Christian Ministry and Boys and
Girls Clubs. He had an opportunity to tcach and compete
with great martial artists Tory Russo and Stephanie
DeLoach. Grandmaster Smith was named to the
Dircctorship of Southern California. Professionally,
Grandmaster Smith has achieved an MBA in Global
Business and BBA in Business Management, Blackbelt in
Lean Six Sigma Methodology. In his spare time, Clarence
enjoys rcading, music, movies, playing golf and attending
church with his family.



